Welcome to Philosophy 205:
Introduction to the Bible

Greetings!

My name is Dr. Chris Gilbert, and | shall be yoostructor in the online version of Introduction
to the Bible (PHIL 205). The purpose of this letteto inform you of some important details
prior to the commencement of the course. Pleaskthémpage carefully!

Basic Requirements

This course requires you to have access to thenkttand an e-mail account. Please note that,
since Cuesta College provides me with your collggeerated e-mail address, this is the only e-
mail address | will use when | need to contact yidws, you will need to do one of two things:
either (a) check your Cuesta College e-mail accoemnilarly, or (b) arrange for messages to be
forwarded from your Cuesta College e-mail accoantdur personal e-mail account.

You will also need to purchase the two requiredstéar the course, which are on sale in the
Cuesta College bookstoretip://bookstore.cuesta.edluDne of the texts you are required to
have is a copy of the Bible. | have ordered_theotikNew Revised Standard Version Bilide

the bookstore. If you already own a Bible that ywwld like to use in this course, you may do
so; | recommend the NRSV simply because it is aekent translation.

Mandatory M eetings

There will be a total of five face-to-face classatiegs, all of which will take place on the San
Luis Obispo campus and all of which are mandatéhg first meeting is an orientation to the
course; the other meetings will be for the sakadrhinistering closed-book, closed-note
examinations. All meetings will be held from 7:0@ p.m._Do not reqgister for this course if
you are registering for another course that mddtsoge timesThe dates and locations of these
meetings are listed in the description of this seuthat appears in the Cuesta College Schedule
of Classes. To see the meeting dates and locatibes you are looking at the online Schedule
of Classes or using the open class finder, you wlicst on the highlighted section number for
this class, then read the “Section Information Taxthe box that appears.

Any registered student who fails to appear at itts¢ fnandatory meeting will be dropped from
the course, no exceptiarStudents wishing to add the course must be @mdéince at the first
mandatory meeting, but please note that one'sdattee at this meeting does not guarantee that
one will be added.

Note that nothing will "happen” in the course uafiler the first mandatory meeting, at which we
shall discuss how to access the course home pagelades for the reading assignments and
papers, etc. Thus, you do not need to do anythiiog @ that first meeting

About the Course



There are a number of things you should know abautourse right from the beginning. The
first is that this course is designed for those whecomputer literate. If you are not a person
who is both confident and comfortable working wetmail and the Internet, then the online
version of PHIL 205 is not for you.

Second, this course demands a great deal of seifation. It is the student’s responsibility to
keep on top of the reading assignments, to logpdhéd course web site each week, to hand the
two required papers in on time, and to show ugHerfour examinations. Thus, | recommend
this course only to those who are both well-orgatiiand self-disciplined.

Finally, this course requires a tremendous amotirgagling all of the instruction in this course
will be coming to you in written form. If you reddirly quickly, and if you tend to retain the
material that you have read, this fact should sepmuch of a problem for you. On the other
hand, if you are a slow reader, or if you tendtoaetain what you read, then you will find this
course extremely difficult.

| look forward to seeing you at our first meeting.

Sincerely,
Dr. Gilbert
cqilbert@cuesta.edu




